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THIS LABOR DAY, REMEMBER: DRIVE SOBER OR GET PULLED OVER 
NO EXCUSES SAYS THE WINNEBAGO COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE  
 
WINNEBAGO COUNTY, IL – THIS LABOR DAY, FAMILIES AND FRIENDS WILL BE CELEBRATING THE 
END OF THE SUMMER. SADLY, THIS FESTIVE TIME IS ALSO A DANGEROUS TIME ON OUR ROADS, AS 
MANY ALCOHOL- AND DRUG-IMPAIRED DRIVERS GET BEHIND THE WHEEL AFTER CELEBRATING. FOR 
THIS REASON, THE WINNEBAGO COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE IS PARTNERING WITH THE ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO STOP DRUNK DRIVERS AND HELP SAVE LIVES.    
 
THE HIGH-VISIBILITY “DRIVE SOBER OR GET PULLED OVER” CRACKDOWN RUNS FROM AUG. 22 
THROUGH SEPT. 5. DURING THIS PERIOD, LAW ENFORCEMENT ACROSS ILLINOIS WILL SHOW ZERO 
TOLERANCE FOR IMPAIRED DRIVING AND SEAT BELT LAW VIOLATORS. INCREASED STATE AND 
NATIONAL MESSAGING ABOUT THE DANGERS OF DRUNK AND DRUGGED DRIVING. INCREASED 
OFFICERS ON THE ROAD, AIM TO REDUCE IMPAIRED DRIVING IN WINNEBAGO COUNTY AND ILLINOIS. 
 
“WE NEED PEOPLE TO UNDERSTAND THAT IMPAIRED DRIVING IS A DEADLY CRIME,” SAID SHERIFF 
CARUANA “IMPAIRED DRIVING IS A MASSIVE PROBLEM IN THE UNITED STATES, WITH MORE THAN 
10,000 PEOPLE DYING ANNUALLY. 
 
“THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO LIKE TO PRETEND THAT CERTAIN LAWS DON’T APPLY TO THEM, BUT TO 
BE CLEAR: IN EVERY STATE, FOR EVERY PERSON, IT IS ILLEGAL TO DRIVE WITH A BAC OF .08 OR 
HIGHER.” 
 
DURING THE CRACKDOWN PERIOD, THERE WILL BE A SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON IMPAIRED DRIVING 
ENFORCEMENT. LOCAL DRIVERS SHOULD EXPECT TO SEE MORE PATROL VEHICLES AND INCREASED 
MESSAGING ABOUT THE DANGERS OF DRUNK AND DRUGGED DRIVING.  
 
“THIS IS AN UNACCEPTABLE PROBLEM. IMPAIRED DRIVING IS SELFISH AND DANGEROUS. WE WANT 
TO INCREASE AWARENESS WITH THIS CAMPAIGN, BUT ALSO SEE LASTING RESULTS OF DECREASED 
IMPAIRED DRIVING,” SHERIFF CARUANA SAID. “PLEASE, PLEASE: PLAN AHEAD BEFORE YOU GO 
OUT. DESIGNATE A SOBER DRIVER OR CALL A CAB. BUT WHATEVER YOU DO, DO NOT DRINK AND 
DRIVE.”  
 
THE NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION HAS MADE IT EVEN EASIER TO GET 
HOME SAFELY WHEN YOU’VE BEEN DRINKING, WITH THE FREE SAFERRIDE MOBILE APP, AVAILABLE 
THROUGH ITUNES AND GOOGLE PLAY. THE APP ALLOWS YOU TO CALL PRE-SELECTED CONTACTS 
OR A TAXI, AND ALSO IDENTIFIES YOUR LOCATION SO YOU CAN BE PICKED UP. 
 
THIS AUGUST, AND EVERY DAY, REMEMBER: THERE IS NEVER AN EXCUSE TO DRIVE IMPAIRED. IF 
YOU CHOOSE TO BREAK THE LAW, THE WINNEBAGO COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE WILL ARREST YOU 
– “DRIVE SOBER OR GET PULLED OVER.” 
 
IN ADDITION TO LOOKING FOR DRUNK DRIVERS, THE WINNEBAGO COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 



 
 

WILL BE STEPPING UP SEAT BELT ENFORCEMENT, PARTICULARLY AT NIGHT WHEN SEAT BELT 
USAGE RATES ARE AT THEIR LOWEST. 
 
SHERIFF CARUANA WANTS YOU TO KNOW THAT ALWAYS DESIGNATING A SOBER DRIVER AND NOT 
LETTING FRIENDS DRIVE DRUNK ARE JUST TWO SIMPLE STEPS TO HELP AVOID A TRAGIC CRASH OR 
AN ARREST FOR DRUNK DRIVING. OTHER IMPORTANT TIPS INCLUDE: 
 
• REMEMBER, YOU CAN BE HELD LIABLE AND PROSECUTED IF SOMEONE YOU SERVE IS 
INVOLVED IN A DRUNK-DRIVING CRASH.  
• MAKE SURE ALL OF YOUR GUESTS DESIGNATE A SOBER DRIVER IN ADVANCE, OR HELP 
ARRANGE RIDE-SHARING WITH OTHER SOBER DRIVERS. 
• SERVE LOTS OF FOOD AND INCLUDE LOTS OF NON-ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AT THE PARTY. 
• KEEP THE PHONE NUMBERS FOR LOCAL CAB COMPANIES HANDY AND TAKE THE KEYS AWAY 
FROM ANYONE WHO IS THINKING OF DRIVING DRUNK. 
• DESIGNATE A SOBER DRIVER BEFORE THE PARTY BEGINS AND GIVE THAT PERSON YOUR 
CAR KEYS. 
• IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A DESIGNATED DRIVER, ASK A SOBER FRIEND FOR A RIDE HOME, CALL 
A CAB, SOBER FRIEND OR FAMILY MEMBER TO PICK YOU UP, OR JUST STAY WHERE YOU ARE AND 
SLEEP IT OFF UNTIL YOU ARE SOBER. 
• NEVER LET FRIENDS LEAVE YOUR SIGHT IF YOU THINK THEY ARE ABOUT TO DRIVE WHILE 
DRUNK. 
• ALWAYS BUCKLE UP – IT IS YOUR BEST DEFENSE AGAINST A DRUNK DRIVER.  
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